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Welcome to 2nd Street.  It’s good to be back together again.  I’m not sure how your week has been, but mine’s been a doozy, as my dad had a stroke Tuesday.  He’s back in his apartment at Friendsview Retirement Community, but much has changed for him, including that he will no longer drive his car.  He’s not paralyzed, but he’s lost most of the sight in his left field of vision in both eyes.  The doctor says that some of this loss may come back within the next 4-6 weeks, but not enough to drive again.

They took him off his blood thinner for a few days, when had surgery three weeks ago, and a blood clot formed in his heart, traveled to his brain and caused this stroke in the lower right rear part of his brain.  But an MRI showed that all his blood vessels are “as clean as a whistle” and so they’re not anticipating another stroke.  Praise the Lord.  My brother Keith was here from Yakima, WA Tuesday evening through Thursday morning, and my brother Brad from NYC was here Friday and Saturday, along with my brother Scott, from Boise and his son Garrett who’s a student at the University of Idaho in Moscow.  Nothing like a medical emergency to bring a family closer together, right?  But what a week it’s been.  I hope yours has been good.

This morning I’m grateful that when life goes up and down and sideways, that our God doesn’t ever change, and that His Word is the foundation that we can build our lives on … and not just in a way that’s black and white and can only be embraced when we suspend all doubt.  God’s Word invites us to come to it with all of our doubts, and all our fears, our hurts, our questions, our habits, and our hang-ups.  And when we come before God and before the beauty of His Word in this place of vulnerability, and with grateful, sincere, surrendered hearts, a miracle begins to take place.  A miracle that here at 2nd Street we call The Great Exchange.

I like this phrase The Great Exchange, because it describes the awesome reality of what happens when we ask God to forgive our sins and teach us a whole new way to be human.  The Great Exchange.

• We give God our sin, and He teaches us about His holiness.
• We give God our shame and He gives us His forgiveness.
• We give God our brokenness, and He brings us His wholeness.
• We give God our despair, and He begins to pour His hope into us.
• We give God our weakness, and His strength is imparted to us.
• We give God our anxiety and fear, and He gives us His peace.
• We give God our darkness, and He gives us His light.
• We give God our death, and He gives us His life.
• We give God our doubts, and He gives us His truth.

The Great Exchange is a lens through which we can begin to clearly see our own brokenness and God’s unconditional love.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON … You and I are ragamuffins.  A ragamuffin is a child dressed in raggedy, dirty clothes.  When we gather together for worship and when we share the Kingdom of God with other people and invite them into it, we’re just one hungry beggar, telling another hungry beggar where to find bread.  And what a lover of ragamuffins our precious God is.  Thank goodness!

I really love how the Apostle Paul writes about The Great Exchange in his second letter to his friends living in the Greek town of Corinth.  It’s Paul’s most succinct statement about the meaning of The Great Exchange.

SECOND CORINTHIANS 5:21 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

21 He [God] made Him [Jesus Christ] who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. [emphasis added]

Jesus was made sin … that is Jesus willingly became the very epitome of all that’s despicable and odious, so that you and can become righteousness and acceptable in God's estimation.  This was the beginning of The Great Exchange.  What a profound reality – that your sin and my sin was charged to Jesus Christ’s account, and that Jesus Christ’s righteousness was credited to our account.  Do you see it?

No wonder John Newton, a 16th-Century former slave trader, after he surrendered his life to Jesus Christ and experienced this righteousness of God through The Great Exchange was led to write these famous words while pastoring the Church of
England in Olney, in Buckinghamshire, in the NE British Province of York …

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound; that saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see.

Friends, this is the kerygma, the kernel, the center truth that lies at the very core of who we are as human beings, who we are as people who are searching for truth, and who we are as the people who have turned our lives and our hearts over to God and put Jesus Christ on the throne of our lives.  For He is the One we adore.  He is the One we worship.  He is the One we surrender to.  And He is the One Who is here today as we open up our Bibles … as our PRESENT TEACHER.

Please take our your Bibles and turn with me to The New Testament book of EPHESIANS, where we’ll begin our study of the sixth and final chapter of this glorious letter written by the Apostle Paul while he was being held as a prisoner for his faith in Rome around 62-64 A.D.  What a joy it’s been to teach this letter.  We’ll wrap it up just before Christmas, and then in January we’ll begin a verse-by-verse study of The Gospel of Mark, which is the earliest of the four Gospels to be written.

What a great year 2011 will be as we go through this Gospel that’s the telling of the Jesus story through the eyes of the Apostle Peter and through the pen of his scribe, a man named John-Mark … watching Jesus first-hand through sixteen chapters as He lives and ministers to people, as He heals people, as He challenges people, as He meets with people face-to-face, and opens them up to the reality that God, through Him, stepped out of heaven, as the Messiah, so that He could step into their lives.

The Bible is filled with many different kinds of writing … HISTORY, DOCTRINE, POETRY, PROPHECY, LETTERS, STORIES, and NARRATIVE … but it’s basically a love story between God and the people He created (you and me), loved, who, because of sin, were separated from Him.  The Bible is the story of God’s desire to pursue us, love us, and woo us back into a FIRST-LOVE RELATIONSHIP with Him … a relationship where He is made the King of our lives, showing us how to live the life of hope, freedom, restoration, and abundant life that He longs for each of us to know.

Throughout our study of EPHESIANS, one of the central ideas we’ve been looking at is the importance of our relationships with the people God brings across our paths … our families, co-workers, fellow-students, friends, and our enemies … everyone we’re somehow connected with.  This morning, in EPHESIANS 6:1-4, Paul defines the parent/child relationship and show us God’s intentions for what it can look like when you and I follow God’s plans … how we’ll mature, change, and grow … so that in time, all the different relationships in our lives will eventually reflect the same kind of love that motivates and defines God in His love relationship with us.

In EPHESIANS 5 Paul taught about issues of unity, love, and submission within the home – calling husbands and wives to love and serve one another with the same grace, mercy, and surrender that Jesus Christ loves and serves His church.  And as Paul shifts gears now to talk about children and parents, I think it’s cool that he starts speaking right to the kids in the crowd, like he knew they’d be sitting right there with their families as his letter was read.  Apparently Paul didn’t see church attendance as an activity reserved for dads and moms, or just one parent all by themselves.  He simply assumed the kids would be in church with their families.

ILLUSTRATION … I grew up going to church with my family, but my dad was a pastor, so I pretty much had to go.  It’s weird when one of your parents is a pastor, because I can’t think of any other job, other than a school principal, where a kid would, in a sense, GO TO WORK WITH THEIR PARENTAT CERTAIN TIMES EVERY WEEK, and where a lot of the other people there are just waiting for you to screw up.

Seriously, the pressure can be pretty real.  I always wondered if maybe there was some secret, back room in the church that the pastor and their family didn’t know about where people were taking bets and placing odds on a great big chalk board on which one of the preacher’s kids would take the first tumble, who’d be the biggest loser, or who’d cause the most trouble or embarrassment.

I think this was one of the reasons I was attracted to applying for the position as campus pastor at George Fox University back when my kids were 6, 4, and 18 months old.  Because I could be a pastor and a teacher and use the same gifts I knew I’d been given by God, but I could use them in a non-traditional pastoral setting, and attend church with my family on Sundays without my kids “being on display”.  I’m not sure how that worked out … I mean, I think they still felt a certain kind of unique pressure growing up as “preacher’s kids”.  But somehow, like me and my three brothers, they survived.

EPHESIANS 6:1 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.

The Greek word obey is hupakouo, and it simply means to comply, to take to heart in an effort to fulfill instruction.  Hupakouo is a word often used by the Greeks to describe a soldier who’s about to head off to battle, and who’s listening intently for the instructions of his commanding officer … knowing that if he didn’t listen carefully, he could be in the wrong place at the wrong time, and end up losing his life.  

So do you see how Paul’s command to children here to obey their parents doesn’t qualify for a “yeah, yeah, yeah” kind of response … and why instead, it calls for children to obey their parents as if their lives might depend on it?  Do you see it?  This was one of the first memory verses I remember learning, and then it was one of the first verses I remember teaching our kids when they were little.

ILLUSTRATION … I remember like it was yesterday a specific time at a cabin a friend of ours had borrowed up at Lake of the Woods, between Klamath Falls and Medford.  The cabin was owned by the Oscar-winning movie director James Ivory, (Howard’s End, Room With A View, Remains Of The Day, etc…), who grew up in Klamath Falls.  Our friend, Dr. Bryan Stuart had been the family doctor for James Ivory’s parents until their deaths in the early 1980s and James let him and his friends use the cabin for a month every summer.

I remember talking to my two oldest sons on the front porch of the cabin, giving them a lecture about my desire that they stop doing whatever it was they were doing, and I remember quoting the first part of this verse to them … Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. … and I remember stopping myself almost mid-sentence and saying out loud, “Oh my Gosh!  I’m turning into my dad!”  Ever had a moment like that?  It’s terrifying.  It’s payback!

Why does Paul say that children are to obey their parents?  Because it's right.  But of course, the challenge is that as parents, we can see this truth more easily than our kids can.  But gang, it truly is the right thing for children to obey their parents.  And yet, as time marches on, it seems like we're seeing less and less obedience to parents.  In public places, I’ve seen it and I’m sure that you’ve seen it too … I’ve seen elementary-school-age children blatantly tell their parents, “No!” when told to do something.  And I’ve seen children scream at their fathers, kick the shins of their mothers, and demand their own way.
Now maybe I’m wrong, but I don’t remember a single episode of “Little House On The Prairie” or on “The Waltons” that had the kids treating their parents like the kids on “South Park”, “Family Guy”, or “Modern Family.”  And yet the Bible warns us from the 1st-Century that this progression toward disobedience would happen.  Here’s how the Apostle Paul talked about it in a letter he wrote to his young protégé, Timothy, the pastor of the church here at Ephesus …

SECOND TIMOTHY 3:1-2 (CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH VERSION)

1-2 You can be certain that in the last days there will be some very hard times.  People will love only themselves and money.  They will be proud, stuck-up, rude, and disobedient to their parents.

EPHESIANS 6:1 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.

The phrase in the Lord here in v. 1 clarifies and defines how and where this obedience from children to their parents is to take place, as Paul tells us that the ability to obey the way described here is only found in the resources that are ours in Christ.  As we saw last Sunday, when we’re not yet in a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, we’re RULED BY SELF instead of BEING RULED BY CHRIST, and in this place of SELF-RULE, our SELF-CENTERED SIN NATURE will always stand in opposition to us submitting ourselves to the guidance of anyone other than ourselves.  But Paul’s also talking here about the limits of the obedience that God is calling us to here … because when parents, or any other authority figure, asks us to do things that we know are the opposed to the character of Jesus Christ and the will of God, then a child is under no obligation to obey.

ILLUSTRATION … What I’m talking about here are things that are ethically or morally wrong.  Ethically wrong … stealing, lying, cheating, or covering up these kinds of things, etc…  Morally wrong … adultery, sex outside of marriage, pornography, etc…  As young and old followers of Jesus Christ we’re only to be obedient to those over us when they’re asking us to do things that are not against the character of Jesus Christ and the will of God.

Sometimes learning to live inside the protective boundaries that God has set up for us – the boundaries that will equip and enable us to live the abundant life Jesus talks about in JOHN 10:10, can be more difficult to do than it sounds, or that we want it to be, or hope it will be, or even pray it will be.  And this is one of the many reasons God calls us, not only into relationship with Him, but with other people who are valuing the same things and heading in the same direction.

And one of the resources God has placed in our midst here at 2nd Street is our providing leadership and oversight to the Newberg Community Celebrate Recovery ministry.  And this may be one of the avenues of hope and change God might want you to connect with as you learn to live within the healing boundaries of God’s love.

In ACTS 5, Peter and some of the other Apostles were commanded by the ruling authorities to stop telling people about Jesus Christ … and here was their response … 

ACTS 5:29 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

29 But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than human authority.”

Their words illustrate how sometimes we have to draw a line in the sand and say …

“No, I’m not going to blindly obey.  I’m going to listen to God and obey Him first.  As long as what people ask me to do or say doesn’t violate the kind of life Jesus is asking me to live, then I’ll obey.  But when push comes to shove Jesus will always get the last word for how I’m to live my life and who I’m going to obey.”

Gang, there’s a direct correlation between LISTENING TO GOD and HAVING THE DISCERNMENT AND THE COURAGE TO DO WHAT GOD TELLS US TO DO.  When we haven’t been developing a life of devotion with God – a life in which we’re talking with Him, listening to Him, spending time with Him more than on Sunday mornings or when we’re with other Christians at a small group, then we’ll seldom have the DISCERNMENT and the COURAGE we need to do what He tells us to do, say what He tells us to say, stay away from who, where, and what He tells us to stay away from, and run hard after the things He’s telling us to pursue.  Do you see it?

When Paul says that children are to obey their parents, it not only means that children have the responsibility to obey … but it means on the flip-side-of-the-coin, that parents have the responsibility to teach their children obedience – and at the end of the day, this is one of the most important jobs that parents have been given.

Have you ever noticed that as parents, we don’t need to teach our children how to disobey?  All of us inherited the bent toward sin from Adam, so disobedience, while it can be honed and polished as a skill, doesn’t really need to be taught.  And this brings us to our SECOND FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON … obedience must be taught.  It’s critical that parents teach their children to obey them, so that their kids will grow up knowing how to obey God even when they doesn’t understand everything or don’t feel like obeying God.  This is the truth that underlies all a parent’s discipline for a child … and what all correction must be directed to and focused on.  Disobedience has to be corrected, so that obedience can be learned.

EPHESIANS 6:2-3 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

2 Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise),
3 so that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth. [cf., EXODUS 20:12]

In The Ten Commandments given to the Jews by God through Moses in The Old Testament, the Lord used the word honor in this command … which is the Hebrew word kabad and means to give weight to.  But since the Apostle Paul was writing centuries after Moses, and because he wasn’t writing this letter specifically to Jews, he wrote in Greek, not in Hebrew, and the Greek word he used here for honor is the word timao, which literally means to estimate something’s value as precious.

Paul’s words reinforce this commandment with a reference to DEUTERONOMY 5:16, where Moses tells us that God promises to bless children who honors and obeys their parents.  It’s easy to read EPHESIANS 6:2-3 and think that Paul’s just continuing the exact same truth he’s just taught about in v. 1 … that he’s only talking to children under 18 or so, and calling them to honor their fathers and mothers.  But can I see a show of hands of those of you here who are no longer teenagers, but who know that adults can still have issues with their parents?  Ya, that’s what I thought.  I figured that there just might be a few folks here who could relate.

ILLUSTRATION … I grew up reading twin-sisters Dear Abby and Ann Landers in the daily newspaper.  The column Dear Abby is now being carried on by Abby’s daughter, Jeanne Phillips.  The Oregonian now has a weekly column written by Washington Post columnist Carolyn Hax, that I enjoy reading … and in The Oregonian there’s a similar column by Amy Dickinson called Ask Amy.  I’ve always been fascinated with the family dynamics in the letters that come into these columns.  Unbelievable.  I mean, you absolutely, positively could not make most of the stuff up that people write in about.

Maybe you haven't spoken to one or perhaps both of your parents in a month, or in a year, or for many years.  Maybe you have a strained relationship with your parents, and it’s not because of emotion, physical, sexual, or spiritual abuse … but maybe you, or them, or both of you are just being unforgiving, or ornery … but in the end you're just not esteeming them as you should.  Please do me a favor, and right now, think about your mom and dad for a minute.  When was the last time you fixed their value as precious?  What are they worth to you?

The past couple of years and especially now this past week, I’ve rediscovered in some beautiful ways how precious my mother and father are to me.  They’re among the most intelligent, compassionate, and consistently Christ-like people I’ve ever known, and the older I get the more I respect them, treasure them as friends, and grow in gratefulness for the gift of being their son.

Now, not everyone here can say these things about their mom and dad – I’m not so naïve as to not understand that.  But what does v. 3 mean … that you may live long on the earth?  Job wrote in JOB 3:20-21 that people who choose to hold onto bitterness in their souls, quickly end up longing for death … and whether you're aware of it or not, Job’s words are true.  Gang, seriously, today is the day to begin esteeming your dad and your mom as precious.  Today is the hour to repent for unforgiveness, resentments, and anger.  This morning is the time to let go of the years of hurt.  And here’s our THIRD FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON … Whoever your parents were or are, whatever mistakes they made or whatever successes they had raising you, whatever difficulties they created for you, or however they failed to give you the love you needed, the command in God’s Word is to fix their value as precious and priceless.

And even if that only means that you make the choice to come to the place WHERE YOU’RE GRATEFUL THAT THEY GAVE YOU THE GIFT OF LIFE, until you follow this command, things will not be well with you.  You’re not the one exception to the rule.  This applies to all of us.

EPHESIANS 6:4 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

I remember as a young dad, reading this verse many times out of many different translations, because I wanted to make sure that I understood what it meant.  Here it is out of a translation and a paraphrase …

EPHESIANS 6:4

4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them.  Rather, bring them up with the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord. (NEW CENTURY VERSION)
4 Fathers, don’t exasperate your children by coming down hard on them.  Take them by the hand and lead them in the way of the Master. (THE MESSAGE)

I’ll be the first one to confess that when my three sons were little guys I got kind of confused over what this instruction from the Apostle Paul meant.  I mean if I refused to give into their request for something like ice cream or a toy, they sometimes got angry.  And so, did the fact that they were being an immature, demanding, little kid, mean that by putting down some rules I was provoking them to anger?  Here’s what I finally came to understand about what the Apostle Paul was telling me and the rest of us as parents … look back with me at v. 4 again …

EPHESIANS 6:4 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, BUT bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. [emphasis added]

Do you see the little word but in between the two halves of this verse?  It might be short, but it’s important.  We provoke our kids to anger by bringing them up with ungodly discipline and ungodly instruction.  Kids whose parents punish them out of anger … brutally, unfairly, and inconsistently will be pushed to anger and wrath.  And the fruit of those two things are never good.  All kinds of addictive behaviors find their genesis and their root in anger and wrath – and since it’s often said that depression is anger turned inward, that’s not a fruit of this kind of parenting any of us need either.

The word instruction here in v. 4 literally means to place in the mind or understanding.  Kids whose fathers put ungodly principles into their children's minds are provoking them to anger and wrath.  Dads, are you disciplining and instructing your children in godly ways?  What needs to change in your home, in your priorities, what needs to change in your relationship with God, what needs to change in your relationship with your spouse, or with your kids for this teaching from Paul to come off the drawing board and become real in you and in your home?

Here’s a verse of similar instruction from a parallel teaching in COLOSSIANS 3 … but the twist Paul offers is significant and needs to be understood …

COLOSSIANS 3:21

21 Fathers, do not nag your children.  If you are too hard to please, they may want to stop trying. (NEW CENTURY VERSION)
21 Parents, don’t come down too hard on your children or you’ll crush their spirits. (THE MESSAGE)

To provoke, nag, and come down too hard on our kids, means to make put a garment on them that doesn’t fit them and then make them feel like it’s their fault.  Gang, we discourage our kids when we load them down with expectations that we have no right putting onto them.

You’ve seen it as a theme in movies, novels, songs, and TV shows (Dead Poet’s Society comes to my mind) … and chances are that you’ve probably seen it in your own life.  Parents can have a dangerous tendency to want to relive their glory days through their kids.  And so, in doing this, we’re often quick to say something like, “I played baseball, so you’ll play baseball,” … or … “I won a medal in the science fair so you should too,” … or … “I’m an introvert, so you should be an introvert,” and so on and so on.  You fill in the blanks.

Wise dads and moms will heed Paul’s instruction here in EPHESIANS 6 and in COLOSSIANS 3!  Wise parents are the ones who understand that their kids aren’t just to be MOLDED, they’re to be UNFOLDED … and that their kids aren’t just to be INFORMED, they’re to be FORMED.  In other words, you have the privilege, dads and moms, of carefully observing your child, seeing how God made them — and then UNFOLDING and FORMING what God has built into him or her from the moment of conception … and doing it all for the glory of God.  Back to EPHESIANS 6:4 …

EPHESIANS 6:4 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

The word for discipline here in v. 4 is the Greek word paidia … and it refers to a whole lot more then just telling our children what is right or wrong.  It also includes …

· Creating an environment that nurtures and rewards the compliance of what is right, and avoids and disciplines what is wrong.
· Proving an example from the parents’ own lives of how this same discipline works in their own lives.
· Instructing in a way that wins over both the heart (the emotions and feelings) and the mind (the logic) of a child at each of the developmental stages of their life.

The word for instruction is the Greek word nouthsia, and it describes the process of counseling, correcting, and exhorting someone out of the goal and desire to help them move away from the wrong direction and into the right direction in their lives.  For this to happen in the home requires that parents becomes sensitive to the unique differences and complexities of each of their children.

Gang, there’s no way without the help of the Holy Spirit that a parent will ever become fully equipped to discern the true condition of the hearts of their kids.  But when parents are walking in God’s wisdom and understanding because of their own surrender to God and His plans for their lives, then they’ll be able to discerningly understand, and courageously apply Biblical truths that will be the helpful in guiding their children in developing all aspects of their lives according to the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.

I love the phrase bring them up here in EPHESIANS 6:4.  And I see a FOURTH and final FAITH LESSON for us here …

FAITH LESSON … Raising our kids, and bringing them up isn’t a job that’s supposed to be assigned to JUST the dad or to JUST the mom.  It’s the job that needs to be gratefully taken up by the one or two parents that are in the home – and just by being there for their kids is one of the most important gifts parents can give.

ILLUSTRATION … During “Show and Tell” a class of grade-schoolers were telling what their dads and moms did for a living.  “My daddy is the president of his company,” one said.  “He travels all over the world.”  “Well, my mommy is really rich.  She’s a doctor.” said another.  “We have nice cars, a pool, and even an airplane.”  “My daddy,” said another little boy, “is a professional soccer player.”  The kids and teacher alike were impressed with all the stories — until a little girl in the back of the room cautiously said, “My daddy is … my daddy is … is here.”

Are you THERE, dads?  Are you THERE moms?  We hear a lot about QUALITY TIME, but much of the time, I think it’s little more than an excuse for not spending ENOUGH TIME with our kids.

Next week we’ll move on into Paul’s instruction to us about the kind of employers and employees God has it on His heart that we become.  And we’ll begin our final few studies from this book of EPHESIANS by looking at what Paul has to tell us about he calls the armor of God.

NEXT SUNDAY … EPHESIANS 6:5-17 … COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!
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into us.

 

• 

We give God our 

weakness

, and His 

strengt

h

 

is imparted to us.

 

• 

We give God our 

anxiety 

and 

fear

, and He gives us His 

peace

.

 

• 

We give God our 

darkness

, and He gives us His 

light

.

 

• 

We give God our 

dea

t

h

, and He gives us His 

life

.

 

• 

We give God our 

doubts

, and He gives us His 

truth

.

 

 

